
Every Scout swears to an oath that includes duty to his country. A better 
understanding of American heritage, the ways in which the past has lead to our 
present nation, is key to truly knowing what it means to be an American. 
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What is the Declaration of Independence?

The declaration is not divided into formal sections; but it is often discussed as 
consisting of five parts: introduction, preamble, indictment of King George III, 
denunciation of the British people, and conclusion.
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Asserts as a matter of Natural Law the ability of a people to assume political 
independence; acknowledges that the grounds for such independence must be 
reasonable, and therefore explicable, and ought to be explained. 
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Outlines a general philosophy of government that justifies revolution when 
government harms natural rights.
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A bill of particulars documenting the king's "repeated injuries and usurpations" of the 
Americans' rights and liberties.

5



6



7



8



9



10



This section essentially finishes the case for independence. The conditions that 
justified revolution have been shown.
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The signers assert that there exist conditions under which people must change their 
government, that the British have produced such conditions and, by necessity, the 
colonies must throw off political ties with the British Crown and become independent 
states. The conclusion contains, at its core, the Lee Resolution that had been passed 
on July 2. 
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The first and most famous signature on the engrossed copy was that of John 
Hancock, President of the Continental Congress. Two future presidents (Thomas 
Jefferson and John Adams) and a father and great-grandfather of two other 
presidents (Benjamin Harrison V) were among the signatories. Edward Rutledge (age 
26) was the youngest signer, and Benjamin Franklin (age 70) was the oldest signer. 
The fifty-six signers of the Declaration represented the 13 colonies, listed in the order 
of statehood.
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Select a topic that is currently in the news. Describe to your counselor what is 
happening. Explain how today's events are related to or affected by the events and 
values of America's past. 
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1776 - The is  considered to be the first national flag of the United States of America 
and previously, that of the  United Colonies  of North America – until 1777. This flag 
consisted of alternating thirteen red and white stripes with the British Union Flag

1777 - The Betsy Ross flag is an early design of the flag of the United States attributed 
to Betsy Ross, using the common motifs of alternating red and white striped field 
with five-pointed stars in a blue canton. The flag features 13 stars to represent the 
original 13 colonies. 

1795 - The Star Spangled Banner: This Flag became the Official United States Flag on 
May 1st,1795. Two stars were added for the admission of Vermont (the 14th state in 
1791) and Kentucky (the 15th State on 1792, and was to last for 23 years. Note there 
are 15 stripes.
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1818 - Realizing that the addition of a new star and new stripe for each new State 
was impractical, Congress passed the Flag Act of 1818 which returned the flag design 
to 13 stripes and specified 20 stars for the 20 states

1912 - The U.S. flag grew to 48 stars with the addition of New Mexico (January 1912) 
and Arizona (February 1912). Executive Order of President Taft dated June 1912 
established the proportions of the flag and provided for arrangement of the stars in 
six horizontal rows of eight each, a single point of each star to be upward. This flag 
was official for 47 years, longer than any other flag before it.
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1959 
On January 3rd,1959 Alaska was formally granted statehood placing the 49th star on 
our Flag. Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated January 3, 1959 - provided 
for the arrangement of the stars in seven rows of seven stars each, staggered 
horizontally and vertically.

1960 
Executive Order of President Eisenhower dated August 21, 1959 provided for the 
arrangement of the stars in nine rows of stars staggered horizontally and eleven rows 
of stars staggered vertically. This is the current flag of the United States. Hawaii was 
admitted as the 50th state on August 21st, 1959. The 27th flag of the United States 
became the official flag on July 4th, 1960. 
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The Pledge of Allegiance of the United States was originally composed by Colonel 
George Balch in 1887, later revised by Francis Bellamy in 1892 and formally adopted 
by Congress as the pledge in 1942. The official name of The Pledge of Allegiance was 
adopted in 1945. The last change in language came on Flag Day 1954 when the words 
"under God" were added.
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The Great Seal of the United States is used to authenticate certain documents issued 
by the federal government of the United States. The front of the Great Seal is used as 
the national coat of arms of the United States. It is officially used on documents such 
as United States passports, military insignia, embassy placards, and various flags. As a 
coat of arms, the design has official colors; the physical Great Seal itself, as affixed to 
paper, is monochrome. 
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Front: The most prominent feature is the American bald eagle supporting the shield 
which is composed of 13 red and white stripes, representing the original States, and a 
blue top which unites the shield and represents Congress. The motto, E Pluribus 
Unum (Out of many, one), alludes to this union. The olive branch and 13 arrows 
denote the power of peace and war, which is exclusively vested in Congress. The 
constellation of stars denotes a new State taking its place and rank among other 
sovereign powers.

Back: The pyramid signifies strength and duration: The eye over it and the motto, 
Annuit Coeptis (He [God] has favored our undertakings). The date underneath is that 
of the Declaration of Independence, and the words under it, Novus Ordo Seclorum (A 
new order of the ages), signify the beginning of the new American era in 1776. 
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"The Star-Spangled Banner" is the national anthem of the United States of America. 
The lyrics come from "Defense of Fort McHenry", a poem written on September 13, 
1814 by the 35-year-old lawyer and amateur poet Francis Scott Key after witnessing 
the bombardment of Fort McHenry by British ships of the Royal Navy in Baltimore 
Harbor during the War of 1812. Key was inspired by the large American flag, the Star-
Spangled Banner, flying triumphantly above the fort during the American victory. 
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The motto comes from National anthem

The motto was used for the first time on the copper two-cent piece in 1864.

On July 30, 1956 a law was passed making the phrase our national motto.

The motto was first used on paper money in 1957,
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Research an event of historical importance that took place in or near your area. If 
possible, visit the place. Tell your counselor about the event and how it affected local 
history. Describe how the area looked then and what it now looks like. 
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Find out when, why, and how your town or neighborhood started, and what ethnic, 
national, or racial groups played a part. Find out how the area has changed over the 
past 50 years and try to explain why. 

Photo: 1854 Houston’s main street
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The 2000 census found the Houston metropolitan statistical area has no racial or 
ethnic majority
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Watch two motion pictures (with the approval and permission of your counselor and 
parent) that are set in some period of American history. Describe to your counselor 
how accurate each film is with regard to the historical events depicted and also with 
regard to the way the characters are portrayed. 
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Discuss with your counselor the career opportunities in American heritage. Pick one 
that interests you and explain how to prepare for this career. Discuss what education 
and training are required for this career.

Ideas: Teacher / Professor, Museum Staff / Curator, National Park Service / Park 
Ranger, Historic Preservation, Archivist, Lawyer, Journalist, Public Service, Economist, 
Military Service, Historic Interpreter, Librarian
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